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thirteen thousand men was brought together on
the northern frontier of the British possessions in
the Dukhun, at a point whence it could, at any
time, move forward in support of the two subsidi-
ary forces in advance. Reinforcements were, at
the same time, ordered into Goozerat from the
Bombay presidency; and it was his Lordship's in-
tention, in case matters should come to an actual
rupture with Sindheea, in confederacy with the
Bhoosla and the predatory associations of Central
India, immediately to assume the offensive on the
side of the Dukhun, while he maintained such
an attitude on that of Hindoostan, as he hoped
would secure him from attack. This latter object
however, was not of easy accomplishment, while
the Nipal war continued to require such extra-
ordinary exertions. There had been at one pe-
riod of the season, upwards of forty-five thou-
sand* fighting men engaged either in the hills
or the Turaee. The military establishments of
the Bengal presidency were, however, scarcely
sufficient, even in ordinary times, to man a fron-
tier of upwards of fifteen hundred miles, from
Loodheeana to Cuttack, in such a manner as not to

* According to the returns, there were at one time in the field,
Regulars       -       -   '   -       33,059
Irregulars     -                       13,570

Making a total of      -        46,629